
HOMAGE TO REMBRANDT



Vincent Kamp is renowned for his darkly compelling 
portraits of unconventional individuals whose alternative 
lifestyles interest him both personally and as an artist. In 
terms of his style and technique however, he refers to a 
more familiar but no less fascinating cast of characters – 
the virtuoso portraitists of the Dutch Golden Age.  

Vincent’s family comes from Northern Holland, so he has 
always has an affinity with artists such as Rembrandt and 
Frans Hals: the level of detail, the subtle chiaroscuro and 
the sheer power of the subject to enthral and mesmerise 
the viewer which define these artists are all attributes of 
his own dramatic mise-en-scène.



HOMAGE  
AND  
HISTORY

Rembrandt’s famous painting The Anatomy 
Lesson of  Dr.  Nicholaes Tulp  (1632) had 
a huge impact on Vincent when he first 
saw it in Holland. Preoccupied with direct 
observation, Rembrandt always made an 
intense study of his subjects, and the way 
in which he describes faces with patterns 
of light and shadow in this painting 
gives an extraordinary impression of 
the living, thinking minds behind them; 

this passion for authenticity in character 
and storytelling is a quality that these 
two artists, born 400 years apart, have in 
common. 

But there is a second reason why this work 
holds a special significance for Vincent. 
The barbers who often feature in his own 
paintings share an interesting history 
with  Dr. Tulp: from the Middle Ages to 

the Mid 18th  Century, physicians mainly 
diagnosed, treated and educated, but they 
left the surgery to the people who possessed 
the equipment and the skill set to get the 
job done – the barbers. These men became 
known as the barber-surgeons and their 
name lives on at Barber-Surgeons’ Hall in 
the heart of the city of London.
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“The recreation of one of my favourite 

Rembrandt paintings provided the 

inspiration to create my own narrative 

portrait composition. In the central 

painting we see Frank Rimer, cutthroat 

blade in hand demonstrating a shave as in 

Rembrandt’s painting we see Dr. Nicolaes 

Tulp instructing surgeons in dissection. My 

intention was to create an entire narrative 

based on the whole composition, but then 

to interrogate each character as an 

individual, to uncover their story, to go on 

a journey of your imagination.” 

(Vincent Kamp)
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